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The American College’s  
Inaugural Soldier-Citizen Award
Earlier this year The American College 
established the Soldier-Citizen Award to 
recognize extraordinary individuals who 
have demonstrated a lifetime of achieve-
ment serving worthy causes. Specifically, 
the recipient embodies three characteris-
tics: Sacrifice, Service, and Selflessness.

The concept of a citizen soldier who 
defends and enhances a democratic 
society has roots going back to ancient 
Greece. We honored this heritage when 
we created the award by designing the 
award itself as a bust of Pericles. Pericles 
was the most prominent and influen-
tial citizen, orator and military leader 
during the golden age of ancient Athens. 
As a general in the Athenian army, he 
made his most famous speech at the end 
of the first year of the Peloponnesian 
War between Athens and Sparta. In 
his “Funeral Oration” documented by 
Thucydides, Pericles honored those who 
had sacrificed so much. He lifted up his 
fellow citizens, and he celebrated the 
greatness of the society for which they 
were fighting.

With that same spirit in the Soldier-
Citizen Award, The American College 
aims to remind us that our own success, 
either personally or as a society, has a 
foundation in sacrifice, service and self-
lessness. Yet we recognize that individual 
effort is required to preserve and advance 
such principles.

We had some outstanding nomina-
tions this year for the first award from 
across the spectrum of the industry. 
It was humbling to review each of the 
packages and see the results of a life well 
lived supporting great causes. One of 

the nominees fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge during 
WWII and went on to be a 
leader in the insurance indus-
try. Another was a bomber 
pilot during the Korean 
conflict and went on to be 
inducted into The American 
College’s Hall of Fame. 
Yet another held a critical 
military position during and 
following the attack on 9/11, 
and now uses many of the 
same leadership skills leading 
a financial services firm. The 
list of heroes goes on and on. They are all 
winners, without a doubt, and we are all 
beneficiaries of their efforts.  

It is with pleasure and gratitude 
that we celebrate the extraordinary 
achievements in recognizing the 2014 
Soldier-Citizen Award recipient, 
Admiral Joe Prueher. He is a retired 
four-star admiral with the U.S. Navy, 
whose last command while on active 
duty was Commander-in-Chief of U.S. 
Pacific Command (CINCPAC), the 
largest military command in the world, 
which spans over half the earth’s surface 
and includes over 300,000 people. He 
served Presidents Bill Clinton and 
George W. Bush as ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of China from 1999 
to 2001. The governments of Singapore, 
Thailand, Japan, South Korea, the 
Philippines, Indonesia and Australia have 
formally honored him with induction 
into their highest military orders.

Admiral Prueher is a former James R. 
Schlesinger Distinguished Professor at 

the University of Virginia’s Miller Center 
of Public Affairs as well as a senior advi-
sor to the Stanford-Harvard Preventive 
Defense Project. He is a former board 
member of Merrill Lynch/Bank of 
America, Amerigroup and Dyncorps 
International. He is currently a board 
member of New York Life, Emerson, 
Fluor and Armada Hoffler, as well as 
several nonprofit organizations.

The Soldier-Citizen Award presenta-
tion occurred during a ceremony in Lake 
Geneva, Wis., as part of the August 2014 
Clambake, the annual fundraiser for the 
Penn Mutual Center for Veterans Affairs. 
This was a great opportunity to not only 
recognize the achievements of someone 
like Admiral Prueher, but also lay the 
groundwork for more to follow in his 
path by awarding scholarships to well-de-
serving active duty veterans and spouses. 
In a phrase, we are “empowering heroes!”

To find out more about the Soldier-Citizen Award, 
how the Center is serving our nation’s veterans or 
how you can support it, visit www.theamericancol-
lege.edu/pmcva.

The American College’s inaugural Soldier-Citizen award is 
presented to Admiral Joe Prueher by The College’s Penn 
Mutual Center for Veterans Affairs advisory board chair, 
Bud Schiff, CLU®, CAP® (left), and Executive Director, Ted 
Digges (right).


